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 Reading: decoding Reading: comprehension Writing: transcription 

Writing: grammar, 

vocabulary and 

punctuation 

Writing: composition 
Assessment 

reading/writing 

Term 1 
Topic: 

Treasures of the 
Sea 

Pupils should be taught to: 
● apply phonic 

knowledge and 
skills as the route to 
decode words 

● respond speedily 
with the correct 
sound to 
graphemes (letters 
or groups of letters) 
for all 40+ 
phonemes, 
including, where 
applicable, 
alternative sounds 
for graphemes 
read accurately by 
blending sounds in 
unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs 
that have been 
taught 

● read common 
exception words, 
noting unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling 
and sound and 
where these occur 
in the word 

● read words 
containing taught 
GPCs and –s, –es, 
–ing, –ed, –er and 
–est endings 

● read other words of 
more than one 
syllable that 
contain taught 
GPCs 

● read words with 
contractions [for 
example, I’m, I’ll, 
we’ll], and 
understand that 
the apostrophe 

Pupils should be taught to: 
● develop pleasure in 

reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary 
and understanding 
by: 

● listening to and 
discussing a wide 
range of poems, 
stories and 
non-fiction at a 
level beyond that 
at which they can 
read independently 

● being encouraged 
to link what they 
read or hear read 
to their own 

experiences 
● becoming very 

familiar with key 
stories, fairy stories 
and traditional 
tales, retelling them 
and considering 
their particular 
characteristics 

● recognising and 
joining in with 
predictable 
phrases 

● learning to 
appreciate rhymes 
and poems, and to 
recite some by 
heart 

● discussing word 
meanings, linking 
new meanings to 
those already 
known 

● understand both 
the books they can 
already read 
accurately and 

Genres, key texts etc. 

Song of Sounds - Stage 2 

Phonics Focus 

ay/ai/a-e ee/ea/e-e igh/ie/i-e 

ow/oa/o-e, oo/ew/u-e 

Tricky words  

come, some, said, have, any, 

many  

● Long vowel digraph 

*All previously taught 

phonemes are revised every 

week in addition to those 

being introduced for the first 

time. 

 

Pupils should be taught to: 
● Spell: 
● words containing 

each of the 40+ 
phonemes already 
taught 

● common exception 
words 

● the days of the 
week 

● name the letters of 
the alphabet: 

● naming the letters 
of the alphabet in 
order 

● using letter names 
to distinguish 
between 
alternative 
spellings of the 
same sound 

● add prefixes and 
suffixes: 

● using the spelling 
rule for adding –s 
or –es as the plural 
marker for nouns 
and the third 
person singular 
marker for verbs 

● using the prefix un– 
● using –ing, –ed, –er 

and –est where no 
change is needed 
in the spelling of 
root words [for 
example, helping, 
helped, helper, 
eating, quicker, 
quickest] 

● apply simple 
spelling rules and 
guidance, as listed 
in English Appendix 
1 

Pupils should be taught to: 
● develop their 

understanding of 
the concepts set 
out in English 
Appendix 2 by: 

● leaving spaces 
between words 

● joining words and 
joining clauses 
using and 

● beginning to 
punctuate 
sentences using a 
capital letter and a 
full stop, question 
mark or 
exclamation mark 

● using a capital 
letter for names of 
people, places, the 
days of the week, 
and the personal 
pronoun ‘I’ 

● learning the 
grammar for year 1 
in English Appendix 
2 

● use the 
grammatical 
terminology in 
English Appendix 2 
in discussing their 
writing. 

Pupils should be taught to: 
● write sentences by: 
● saying out loud 

what they are 
going to write 
about 

● composing a 
sentence orally 
before writing it 

● sequencing 
sentences to form 
short narratives 

● re-reading what 
they have written 
to check that it 
makes sense 

● discuss what they 
have written with 
the teacher or 
other pupils 

● read aloud their 
writing clearly 
enough to be 
heard by their 
peers and the 
teacher. 

 
 
 

Genres, key texts etc. 

Writing to recount:- 
Stories: 

● Rainbow Fish by 
Marcus Pfister 

Writing to Entertain:- 
Rhyme: 

● Ten Little Pirates by 
Michael Brownlow 

● Commotion in the 
Ocean by Giles 
Andreae 

Character descriptions: 
● The Lighthouse 

Keeper series by 
David Armitage & 
Ronda Armitage 

Term 1 
Topic: 

Treasures of the 
Sea 

Purpose of Writing 
Writing to Inform - To write 
about people and living in 
the past. 
Grace darling 

Labels-adding information 
to drawings 

 

 



 
 
 

represents the 
omitted letter(s) 

● read aloud 
accurately books 
that are consistent 
with their 
developing phonic 
knowledge and 
that do not require 
them to use other 
strategies to work 
out words 

● re-read these 
books to build up 
their fluency and 
confidence in word 
reading. 

fluently and those 
they listen to by: 

● drawing on what 
they already know 
or on background 
information and 
vocabulary 
provided by the 
teacher 

● checking that the 
text makes sense 
to them as they 
read and 
correcting 
inaccurate reading 

● discussing the 
significance of the 
title and events 

● making inferences 
on the basis of 
what is being said 
and done 

● predicting what 
might happen on 
the basis of what 
has been read so 
far 

● participate in 
discussion about 
what is read to 
them, taking turns 
and listening to 
what others say 

● explain clearly their 
understanding of 
what is read to 
them. 

● write from memory 
simple sentences 
dictated by the 
teacher that 
include words 
using the GPCs 
and common 
exception words 
taught so far.  

● Handwriting 
● Pupils should be 

taught to: 
● sit correctly at a 

table, holding a 
pencil comfortably 
and correctly 

● begin to form 
lower-case letters 
in the correct 
direction, starting 
and finishing in the 
right place 

● form capital letters 
● form digits 0-9 
● understand which 

letters belong to 
which handwriting 
‘families’ (i.e. letters 
that are formed in 
similar ways) and 
to practise these. 

Writing 
Letter writing 
Questions 
Character descriptions 
Story planning/structure 
Book reviews 

Pirates/pirate ships/pirate 
life 

Type of text: 
Information books 

Text features: 
Past tense 
Facts and key vocabulary 
linked to topic 

Term 2 
Topic: 

Munch,Stomp, 
Roar! 

Song of Sounds - Stage 2 
Phonics Focus 
er/ir/ur/or/aw/au ou/ow oy/oi 
air/are 
Tricky words  
oh, again, one, once, there, 
their, little, ask, when, what, 
why, which, where, were, who, 
how 

● CVC words with 
adjacent consonants 

● CCVCC words 
● Words with two and 

three syllables 

● Using a question 
mark and 
exclamation mark 

● Noun, adjectives 
● Verb - ing/ed/er 
● Conjunctions 

Writing to Entertain: 

Harry and the Bucketful of 
Dinosaurs  

Harry & the Dinosaurs say 
Raahh! 

Trouble at the Dinosaur 

Café by Brian Moses 

Type of text: 
Narrative 

Text features: 
Speech bubbles 
Alliteration 
Rhyme 
Adjectives 

 

 

© The Key Support Services Limited. Full article on https://schoolleaders.thekeysupport.com 

 

http://schoolleaders.thekeysupport.com/


 
 
 

Term 2 

Topic: 

 

Munch,Stomp, 

Roar! 

Writing to Inform 
Text: Stone Girl, Bone Girl by 
Laurence Anholt 

To write a character 
description 

Type of text: 
Narrative 
Video clip-Biography 

Text features: 

Past tense 
adjectives 

Term 3 

Topic: 

 

Home and 

Away 

Song of Sounds - Stage 2 
Phonics 

Tricky words  
of, off, house, because, 
looked, called 

● Alphabetical order 
● Phoneme revision 

Writing questions and using 
a question mark 
Prefix- un 

Writing to Recount 

Type of text: 
Letter 
Postcard 
Narrative 

Text features: 
Dear/From/date/address 
Past or present tense 

Key Text: 
Paddington by Michael 
Bond 

Katie in London by James 
Mayhew 

Term 3 

Topic: 

 

Home and 

Away 

Real and nonsense words 
without sound buttons 

Phonics screening 

test 

Writing to Recount 

Type of text: 
Diary entry 
Narrative 

Key Text: 
The Loch Ness Monster  by 
Richard Brassey 

Finn MacCool and the 
Giant’s Causeway 
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